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as he called it, proposed the taking m the town of Gloucester and Ileiefoid fhst He made a long speech of he danger of lea\ing Massey, an acti\e bold fellow, with a stiong paity, in the heart of all the king's quaiteis, leady on all occasions to sally out, and surprise the neighbouring gamsons, as he had done Sudley Castle and otheis, and of the ease and fi ecdom to all those western parts, to have them fully cleared of the enemy Inteiest presently backs this advice, and all those gentlemen whose estates lay that way, or whose luendfe lived about Worcester, Shrewsbury, Budge-noith, 01 the boiders, and who, as they said, had heard the liequent wishes of the countiy to have the city of Gloucester reduced, fell in with this advice, alleging the consequence it was of for the commerce of the country, to have the navigation of the Sevein fiee, which was only inteuupted by this one town fiom the sea up to Shiewsbuty, &c.
I opposed this, and so did se\eral others Fnnce Rupert was vehemently against it, and wo both offered, with the troops of the county, to keep Gloucester blocked up dunng the king's march for London, so that Massey should not be able to stir
This proposal made the Earl of Worcester's paity more eager foi the siege than before, for they had no mind to a blockade, which would lead the county to maintain the troops all the summer; and of all men, the punce did not please them, for he having no extraordinary charactei for discipline, his company was not much desned even by our fuends Thus, in an ill hour, it was icsolved to sit down before Gloucestei The king had a gallant army of twenty-eight thousand men, whereof eleven thousand hoise, the finest body of gentlemen that evei I saw together m my life, their hoises without companson, and then equipages the finest and the best in the woild, and their persons Englishmen, which, I think, is enough to say of them.
According to the resolution taken in the council of war, the army marched westward, and sat down before Gloucester the beginning of August, There we spent a month to the least purpose that ever army did , our men received frequent affronts horn the desperate sallies of an mconsidoiable enemy I cannot foibear i effecting on the misfortunes of this siege, our men were stiangely dispirited in all the assaults they